


Scientific and Natural Areas

Scientific and Natural Areas serve:

Education - elementary through high school groups
use such areas as outdoor classrooms.

Nature Observation - the public uses these
areas to observe Minnesota's most unique or
rare natural resources.

Protection Functions - Minnesota's rarest species
or most unigque features are orotected for
the citizens of today and tomorrow.

Recreation - the public uses such areas for
informal, dispersed recreation.

Research - colleges are able to establish long
term research projects secure in knowing
the area will not be influenced by other
management activities.

Genetic Storehouse - votentially valuable plants
and animals are retained thereby offering
potential for new medicines, resistance to
plant diseases, and other unknown secrets.

Currently there are 36 Scientific and Natural Areas
protecting undisturbed remnants of Minnesota's plant
communities and plant and animal species. These

areas encompass maple basswood forests, virgin prairies,
orchid bogs, heron rookeries, sand dunes, and virgin
pine‘stands, as well as many rare plant and animal
species.
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Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge
Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad
Interstate
State Highway 13
Parking
Power Line
Recycling Center
Recreation Field
City Wells
Cemetery
Quarry
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